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Roller hockey team has big goal

Dream becomes reallty with forming of Westchester Phantoms
Internet expands interest

By Leslle Bath Petier
Staff Writer

With the goal of competing in
various NHL-sponsored Break-
out roller hockey tournaments,
Vathalla’s Ron Borodenko and
Mamaroneck's Mark Perillo

joined forces to form the West~

chester Phantoms.

“It started three years ago
with the Ice Dogs at the Rol-
lerdome (in Larchment),” said
Perillo, -a computer consultant
who works nightiy:on the Phan-
toms' web sjte, trajns the team’s

statisticians and is- an assistant |.
captain. “} played -against Ron

last year, before we decided to
form the team.” » - v

Fierce competitom who knew
each other through the league at

Hommocks Ice Rink in Larch- .
mont, Borodenko.and Perillo fi-

nally sat down this past January
and discussed créat}ng thegr own
dream team. . .

“We put together the best of | .
lutp best" [

his team with the an
players we could find in West-
chester,” said - Borodenko, the
team’s public -relations director
and assistant captain. **We
wanted to create a team that we
could take around the country
and play real serious hockey.
Right now, we're at stage one,
We've put together what we feel
is going to be an explosive team.”

Members of hoth the U.S. In-
line Hockey Association and the
“U.S. National Hockey Associa-
i tion, the Phantoms will be com-
peting in Hommocks' 12-game

league and then will work their

way into a few national tourna-

ments, including NHL-sponsored
: gnes in Boston and Philadelphia.
| They are the only Hommocks
tleague team entered in NHL
Breakout events,

“A team philosophy based on

lay, pmins

| By Leslie Beth Feffer
Staff Writer

Roller hockey is a grass-
roots sport, not dominated by
any organization or governing
body.

Participation varies, from
_kids playing pick-up games on
asphalt, to adults whoe join
amateur indoor leagues that
compete at roller rinks, to

ally sponsored tournaments. '

terested in - learning more

_about roller hockey or in find-
ing a local team or league find
information? The Internet.

.- There are two Internet
newsgroups — alt.sports.hock-
ey.rhi and rec.sport.hockey -—
where net surfers can ask

- questions or just “lurk™ and
learn.

The next cyber-stop is the

World Wide Web and the Rol-
ler Hockey Web Ring @ at

-www.webring.org/cgi-bin/web-
ring?ring = rollerhockey;list..
For those unsure of where to
begin an Internet search, a
web ring is a good place to

th ho pl lite, nation--
ose who play in elite, nation gearedtowardupdanngr‘fys
" in roller hockey. Some

So how would a person in-
by
-sites to cheek out:

‘tive and updated fairly regti‘*‘%

_sive information by and ﬁ
: USA Roller Skating.

start. Although the quality of
the sites listed in a web ring
vary, you can usually find at
least a few good web pages.

Of the 48 sites listed in the
roller hockey web ring (each
with a hyperlink that takes
you to the corresponding site), |:
some are online versions of -
roller hockey magazines, many
are nothing more than adver-
tisements, and still others: are’ |

o

are created and maintained by
people who play, and o
publications or spécif
leagues. . e
Some roller hockey w o

B www. mlmehockeycen:ﬁh-
tral.com/index htm — informéss.

larly.- - .
& www.usaers. com!rolﬁ«-z !
ier.him#lhook — compreh e'}ii’

W And, of course, the hmn
page of the Phantoms, : al
www.crazywebbys, comiphan-
toms to follow the team. - . 7

i

team,

toward the community — espe-
cially the children. Borodenko
made a point of lobbying Hom-
maocks to schedule the Phantoms’
games at family-friendly times.
They plan to charge a minimal
admission fee and go to great
lengths to provide a fast-paced
game without the violence com-
mon to hockey.

. “If we can get our feet off the
ground and get people knowing
us, we'd. like to see if we could
work with the local towns and do
free aveekend hockey clinies with
the kids,” said Borodenko.

The Phantoms are a dedicated
comprised of hardcore

I
four nights a week for two orl
three hours per session — usual- |
ly from 9:30 p.m. until midnight |
or later, taking advantage of the
lighting provided there. !

“We want this to be the kind of:
thing where people can come out |
and take their kids to see a great
new sport. It's a nice night oit,
with no fighting, nothing like
that,” Borodenko said.  ;'The
game is just as fast and intense
as ice hockey, but you're on rol-
ler blades instead.” "

The Phantoms played their
first game last week and lost 9-7
to the Hawks. Borodenko be-.

p]gyers, moat of whom played me_.-; t
n high ac! s

school and



